Identification of different circulating autoantibodies in patients with bullous pemphigoid and pemphigus vulgaris by means of immunoblotting.
Immunoblotting studies with salt-split human epidermis were performed on sera from 15 patients with pemphigus vulgaris and 20 patients with bullous pemphigoid by using peroxidase-labelled antihuman IgG and IgA. Eleven sera of pemphigus vulgaris antigen. Most of the sera gave additional specific bands at 210 and 80 kD, with lower intensity. The sera of 4 patients, 3 of them were in clinical remission, did not yield specific bands. Seventeen sera of the 20 bullous pemphigoid patients yielded a 220-230 kD protein band against the major bullous pemphigoid antigen and 4 of them gave another specific band at 160-180 kD. Five sera produced multiple bands (220, 130, 100 and 75 kD). IgA antibodies against the major bullous pemphigoid antigen were demonstrated in 2 cases with IgA deposits along their basement membrane, as revealed by direct immunofluorescence. The immunoblot patterns correlated only weakly with the clinical findings in bullous pemphigoid. There was a considerable diversity in both clinical findings and immunoblot patterns.